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CONSTRUCTION COSTS OF A ONE-STORY 
COMMERCIAL BUILDING 


E have used the following method of estimating the reproduction cost of 

\ VV a one-story commercia! building and have found it very effective. We 

hope that you, too, will find it useful. You will notice that it is simi- 

lar to the previously published method of estimating the reproduction cost of 
single-family residences and garages. 


In this instance we show two lines on the chart on pages 18 and 19. The red 
line shows the cost of the exterior walls, including footings, foundation, masonry 
wall, windows and exterior doors and the plaster on the inside of the exterior 
walls. In a building of this type the exterior walls will cost $55.50 per running 
foot, so in a 40 x 60 building (200-foot perimeter), the exterior walls will cost 
$11, 100. 


The other line on the chart shows the cost of all other items in the building 
except partitions, plumbing and heating costs. In other words, the blue line 
shows the total cost of the concrete slab (there is no basement), the asphalt tile 
flooring, the ceiling, insulation, steel bar joists, roof planking, roofing, elec- 
trical work, and structural steel. In this instance it amounts to a unit cost of 
$3.72 per square foot of ground area. 


Therefore, a 40x60 building, with a perimeter of 200 feet and an area of 
2,400 square feet, will cost (200 feet x $55.50) + (2,400 square feet x $3. 72),or 
$11, 100 + $8,925 = $20,025. To this total figure you must add the cost of the 
partitions, plumbing and heating, as indicated by the table of “additional costs.” 
This table appears on the chart on page 19. Upon looking at the chart you will 
see that you can read the cost of the walls ($11,100) directly off the red line, and 
the cost of the floor, ceiling, structural steel, etc. ($8,925) directly off the 
blue line. 


For greatest accuracy we recommend that you not use these costs for build- 
ings with bays wider than 25feet. When you get into a wider bay, heavier struc- 
tural steel is required and the costgoes up accordingly. You should alsokeep in 
mind that these costs do not include a basement. 


(cont. on page 20) 
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ADDITIONAL COSTS 


ock Partitions - No plaster 39¢ per sq. ft. $3.50 per sq. yd. 
ock Partitions - 3-coat plaster on 1 side 67¢ per sq. ft. $6.05 per sq. yd. 
ock Partitions - 3-coat plaster on 2 sides 95¢ per sq. ft. $8.55 per sq. yd. 


lines and 1 fixture add $530.00 
ional fixture add $340.00 
= $539.00+ 5x$340.00 or $2, 230.00) 


warm air heat in climate similar to St. Louis 
55¢ per sq. ft. ground area (10,000 sq. ft. bldg.) 
70¢ per sq. ft. ground area ( 1,000 sq. ft. bldg.) 
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Briefly, the specifications of the type of building covered by these costs are 
as follows: 


Reinforced concrete footings, foundation, and slab. 


Asphalt tile floor (type B - 1/8"' thick). 


1 
2 
3. Masonry walls, 13 '' thick, with face brick on front and two sides. 
4 


Structural steel, 6 x 6 “H” columns supporting 10".I beams which, in 
turn, support 16" steel bar joists 54" on center. 


Plaster, 3 coats on walls, with acoustical plaster on ceiling. 
Insulation, 4" rock wool in ceiling. 


Roof, 2" metal edge gypsum plank with built-up asphalt, felt, and gravel 
roofing. The gabled roof is covered with variegated slate over 15# felt. 


Electrical system, flexible conduit (BX or equivalent), with toggle-type 
switches and approved metal outlet boxes. No fixtures or appliances are 
covered by these costs. 


9. Partitions not included in base costs; add as required. 


10. Plumbing not included in base costs; add as required. 
Heating not included in base costs; add as required. 
12. Ceiling height = 12'. 


Hére is the way the costs on such buildings of various sizes work 
St. Louis Area. 
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* For the purpose of this example, partition is assumed to be 10' high and to extend 
the width of the building and to be plastered on both sides. 














